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What if God wants to say something back? 
I’d like to start off by saying that God speaks. I really mean it, he is alive; 
therefore lives, speaks and moves.  
 

To those who don’t believe God 

speaks, Jeremiah might say: “If God 

has a mouth, if God is real, if God 

spoke then: is He non-existent now? 

No! God speaks! He is alive, he 

listens to your prayers and wants to 

speak”… God’s voice is like water on 

dry soil. 

God is specifically interested in your 

life and wants to know your voice and wants you to know His. You have a 

specific calling and you have specific events in your life different to others. 

Question No.1: are you willing to do whatever God wants, even to death?  

God wants to speak in your life. He didn’t adopt you to ignore you. He 

adopted you to speak to you, to give you the loving reassurance of His voice. 

The reassurance of parenthood.  

 

He’s speaking to you in His word 

God has personally guided the writers of 

the Bible. He promised those words would 

be relevant and apply to your life right now.  

For the word of God is living and 

active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing to the division of soul and of Spirit, of joints and 
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of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart. - Hebrews 4:12   

It’s God’s proven words, he’s sealed it with his approval. (Ps 12:6; 119:89, 

Matt 5:18, Prov 30:5-6). But, the word of God isn’t specific to your life path. 

That is determined by hearing the Spirit speaking. God’s word speaks life; in 

its double edge sword way brings death to our old man and old life to a 

world full of colour.   

He’s speaking to you through other people 

Advice brings victory Proverbs 12:15 (many more quotes in Proverbs!).  

Listen to advice and accept instruction- (Solomon) Prov 19:20   

Jesus spoke about obeying parents 

I usually find that it’s an attitude of heart; if you have nothing to hide and are 

flexible in heart, you’ll ask wise people to get involved in your decision making. 

Accepting this can really help bring about successful decisions.  

Parents  - Young people, sometimes the advice of parents feels like it conflicts 

with the will of God, but God’s word tells us to obey parents.  That means that 

when you obey your parents you obey the word of God. The best example is 

Jesus’ first miracle and his teachings on this subject. Read more (John 2:1-11) 

He’s speaking directly through others  

Prophecy, is one of the most direct form of God speaking directly into your 

life. The way this differentiates from advice is that whereas wise advice 

comes from a scriptural mind-set and experience with the Lord, prophecy is 

direct communication from God to you, God using the person to bear a 

specific message. The only difference with the word is that prophecy can 

come tainted with the character of the message bearer or be embellished.  

Paul said it was more important than speaking in tongues. Wayne Grudem 

explains why there are some books that were written in Bible times which 

aren’t in the Bible as not included due to God’s lack of engagement in those 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+2%3A1-11


SUNDAY 26-10-2014 – FAITH THAT LISTENS 3 

 

times. God wasn’t speaking through a prophet then. Now we have him so 

close.  

Jesus heard the voice of “the Father”, when he needed direction he prayed. 

He’d act according to what God was saying then and there. Paul moved city 

when guided. 1. He knew the Bible off by heart, he could test each word. 2. 

He was willing to do whatever his father wanted, even to the point off death.  

He’s speaking to you, a direct voice inside of you 

This is where God speaks to you directly. I’ve meet very few Christians, at 

least heard few Christian’s express that God speaks to them audibly.  

1. Old Testament – external, audible, irregular 

2. New Testament – internal, guide, sometimes external 

Let me explain: when Jesus left, he left us with the Spirit, ‘within you’. If the 

Holy Spirit is within you, then the voice will come from within. Before He 

lived in us, it was external. When God speaks through the Spirit it is therefore 

going to feel like an internal voice. His word now or speaking to you 

personally about what you need to do, that internal voice, is the Spirit.  

Paul was repeatedly guided by the Holy Spirit to do things. Phillip (Acts 8:26-

40) was taken to preach the gospel to one man and save a nation. You might 

save the life of someone by speaking rebuke or encouragement, whatever 

the Spirit wants.  

We now have the task of differentiating. The trouble is that we have two 

internal voices: our own internal voice and the internal Holy Spirit. Advice & 

scripture can test both.  

Not letting a word drop 
Samuel was described as a young man who never allowed a word from the 

Lord to fall to the ground (1 Sam 3:19).  
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So you’re standing in the meeting and all of the sudden this thought comes 

to mind: “I think I should pray for….”. Follow it! It’s probably the Holy Spirit. 

Some people would call it ‘gut’ feeling. Follow your gut feeling.  

Crowd pleasing 
Jesus told us they’d come. 

Crowd pleasing prophesy  is 

that which the objective it 

trying to work out what 

people want to hear and 

saying that rather than 

working out what God is 

wanting to say and saying 

speaking for God (Is 30:10). 

God hates this.  That is why 

Paul commands (1 Chor 14:29) the church to judge whether it is of God.  

When you let those ‘feelings’ or ‘gut’ feelings out, you speak the word of God 

over people you release something new in their lives. It can turn a life 

around. God is merciful enough to allow us to be message bearers bringing 

awesome news to someone. And however small or large it might be, like 

Samuel please don’t let it drop.  

We are quite strong in prophecy especially when we allow time for someone 

to be prayed for. How many other times have you stopped to ‘listen’ and 

wondered in the Spirit what God might want to say.  

What I’m teaching here isn’t to condemn anyone, it’s to encourage, build up 

and strengthen us. God is alive, involved in the lives of people.  

Intimacy is key 

God is willing to speak to us, to tell us what He has for us. Spend time with 

God. When we seek Him out in intimacy we can know more of His secrets. All 

he’s waiting for when you’ve sung, prayed and cried out is that you listen. 


